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Shere Singh's left flank, and turn his position, compelled him to
retire hurriedly to the Jhelum, where he took up and fortified
new ground near the village of Chillianwala. This he was per-
mitted to do at leisure, as the British commander was inclined
to pursue his advance no farther until he should be reinforced
by Whish's force from Multan, the fall of which he believed to
be imminent. The news, however, that Chattar Singh, with
27,000 troops, was on his way southwards indicated the necessity
of defeating the enemy before this reinforcement could reach
him. Accordingly there ensued on January 13, 1849, the
bloody and indecisive battle of Chillianwala, in which the
British attack was disorganised by the Sikhs advancing out
of their entrenchments to meet them in thick jungle, which
prevented any proper artillery preparation; and at the end of
the day both armies abandoned the field with heavy loss.
The news of this set-back, for as such it was represented to
be, caused a storm of indignation both in India and at home,
and led to a public outcry for Cough's supersession.   The
Government yielded to the clamour and despatched Sir Charles
Napier to take over the command, but before he could arrive
the fame of British arms had been brilliantly vindicated and
the second Sikh War had been brought to a victorious con-
clusion.   Soon after Chillianwala both the combatants had
been reinforced, Shere Singh by the Hazara troops, Gough by
Whish's force.   The latter, whose operations had been seriously
hampered by the delay in the arrival of a promised contingent
from Bombay, had  stormed  Multan and forced Mulraj to
capitulate on January 22, 1849, and at once marched to join
the main army on the Jhelum.   Meanwhile the Sikhs, striving
to tempt Gough to deliver a premature battle, had moved past
his right towards the Chenab and taken up position at Gujerat.
Here, on February 13, their army, numbering 60,000 men, was
attacked after a careful and thorough artillery preparation and
utterly dispersed by barely a third of their numbers.   The
remnant which held together were hotly pursued, rounded up,
and forced to lay down their arms at Rawal Pindi; the Afghans
who had come to their assistance were hurled back from Attock
across the Indus to their own territory ; and the Punjab hence-
forward became part—and by no means the least valuable or
loyal part—of British India.
The victorious commander, Lord Gough, has hardly even
yet received from posterity the just meed of praise which was
denied him by a large proportion, at all events, of his con-
temporaries. No leader whose campaigns were so fruitful
of results has ever been more hardly treated by commentators,
most of whom have voted him a blundering, hot-headed butcher,

